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Beachside
Beauty

With miles between them and only eight months to  
bring it to life, a designer creates a cleverly functional  

yet beautiful space for a family of five.

TEXT LAUREN GENTRY WALKER
PHOTOGRAPHY JESSIE PREZA
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Previous pages: In the living room, ample seating is provided for all who gather, while the TV is 
obscured by artwork with movable doors above the fireplace. Designer Krysta Gibbons of Kipling 
House Interiors created a yin and yang to the space with soft fabrics balancing against leather and 
wood. Clockwise from opposite: The dining area and kitchen flow seamlessly into each other, 
while the pecky cypress kitchen ceiling and hand-painted terra-cotta tile add interest. Known  
as the catering kitchen, a rolling ladder adds easy access to high storage.

W
hen Stephanie and  
Brian, a busy couple with 
young twins and a third 
baby on the way, broke 
ground on their home in 

Ponte Vedra, Florida, they knew they needed 
to work with someone they had a personal 
connection with and could trust completely. 
Shortly after, Krysta Gibbons, a childhood 
friend of Stephanie’s and a designer with 
Kipling House Interiors in Minneapolis,  
happened to be visiting Stephanie for her baby 
shower and decided to make a trip to the  
construction site as well. “The house was in its 
framing stages when I came on,” says Gibbons. 
“When they broke ground, I was pregnant 
with my third child as well and couldn’t be a 
part of it yet. Once my baby was a little older,  
I felt it was a good time to take on the project.” 
While Gibbons knew the homeowners did not 
want a typical Floridian-style home, there 
were still unanswered design questions and 
only eight months left until they would need  
to move in. 

The floor plan and details of the house were 
carefully designed with young children in 
mind. It was important to Stephanie and Brian 
that they have a central, informal area for  
family and guests to gather and that no wasted 
spaces were included. The living room, dining 
room, and kitchen open into each other, and a 
second catering-style kitchen is tucked away in 
the back, where frequently used appliances, 
dishes, and washing areas are kept out of site. 
“The downside to an open floor plan is that 
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This page: While the guest bedroom can be found on the lower level, the children’s rooms, playroom,  
and study hall are on the second story, creating a kid-friendly haven that’s functional for daily life and 
welcoming for guests with children of their own. Since the lower level is mostly open concept, homeowners 
Stephanie and Brian wanted to ensure the upper level was a separate yet safe and fun place for their kids  
to do homework and play. Opposite: Stephanie’s office is serenely dressed in sleek furnishings that contrast 
with soft color and fabrics. 
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everything is on display,” says Gibbons. “This sepa-
rate space behind the kitchen is perfect for hiding 
the daily items a family needs” Another cleverly 
designed space, Brian’s office was created to serve 
as an escape from the hustle and bustle when need-
ed. Plenty of bedrooms and bathrooms were added 
to the upper level, and the main upper hallway was 
converted into a study hall for the children. 

While Kipling House Interiors prides itself on 
being a more stylistically traditional design firm, 
Gibbons says Stephanie specifically asked her to 
make their home more modern. “It was fun for me, 
as most clients come to us asking for a traditional 
aesthetic,” says Gibbons. “Stephanie wasn’t afraid 
to try designs that were current and fresh, and then 
we added in plenty of classic elements for balance.” 
While the homeowners didn’t have strict wants for 
the color scheme, the navy blue kitchen and using 
color palettes in the kids’ rooms that they could 
grow into were exciting factors on their wish list.

The architectural style of the home strays from 

the common Tuscan and Spanish style facades  
often seen in Ponte Vedra. While the blue shutters 
feel very coastal and Floridian, the clay roof lends a 
California feel, and the whitewashed brick nods to 
homes in Atlanta. “It definitely turned heads when 
it went up in the neighborhood, but it still fits in 
nicely with the surrounding houses,” says Gibbons. 
“I think they’ve become trendsetters, because many 
people have stopped to ask them questions about 
paint color and roof materials.”

From the floor plan and architectural details to 
the fixtures and furnishings, Gibbons and her team 
were intimately involved with every inch of the  
design and had to work quickly and cohesively to 
keep up with the demanding timeline. “The project 
was such a treat, because we all put our heads  
together to make it work,” says Gibbons. “It was so 
exciting to sit back at the end and say, ‘This is why 
we do it.’ When things go well and people trust in 
the process, you really end up feeling like you did 
something great.” 

Opposite: The master bedroom 
was intentionally designed not 
to be too large or have a 
cavernous feeling. The 
homeowners wanted a 
comfortable, relaxing space 
that was accessible to the pool. 
The master bathroom is white-
on-white and exudes a spa-like 
atmosphere with glamorous 
accents like the chandelier and 
bathtub. Above: The outdoor 
area is complete with a 
sparkling pool, fireplace, 
kitchen, and plenty of seating. 
The homeowners are very 
involved in the close-knit 
community, and frequently  
host book clubs and  
swimming lessons. 




